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This course, required for doctoral students and open to MA students, is to pursue the methodological sequence of HST 3241 and HST 3239.  While HST 3241 gave primary attention to critique of texts and HST 3239 focused significantly on comparison in historical analysis, this course emphasizes the distinctive disciplinary approaches of historians to the past, and it calls on students to prepare a substantial methodological paper articulating a method you wish to apply.





Readings:


1. The following are required for purchase and reading


	Dower, John, War Without Mercy


	Pomeranz, Kenneth, The Great Divergence


	Vansina, Jan, Paths in the Rainforests


	Readings packet from Gnomon Copy


P. Manning, "Demographic Analysis of Slaves and Slavery," in P. Finkelman and J. Miller, eds., Macmillan Eneylopedia of World Slavery, I:241-248.


R. Lee, "The Formal Demography of Population Aging, Transfers, and the Economic Life Cycle," in L. Martin and S. Preston, eds., Demography of Aging, 8-21.


D. Cordell, J. Gregory, and V. Piché, "African Historical Demography:  The Search for a Theoretical Framework," in D. Cordell and J. Gregory, eds., African Population and Capitalism, Historical Perspectives, 14-32.


P. Laslett, "The Stem-Family Hypothesis and its Privileged Position," in K. Wachter, Statistical Studies of Historical Social Structure, 89-111.


A. Perrenoud, "Les Transitions démographiques," in Annales de Démographie Historique 1988, 7-11.


E. Van de Walle, "De la nature  à la fécondité naturelle," in Annales de Démographie Historique 1988, 13-17.


D. Smith, "Recent Change and the Periodization of American Family History," Journal of Family History 1995, 329-346.


L. Merchant, "La construcción de la memoria y la revisión de la Revolución," in Historia Mexicana 1995, 525-536.


2. Additional readings


	Manning, Patrick, “World History – Interpretation and Method,” a draft 


manuscript available on-line at www.whc.neu.edu/manning/WH.MSS/index.htm


	Weekly readings of100 pages assigned by the presenter for that week’s class.








Assignments:


	Subscribe to H-WORLD, and submit at least one posting during the course of the 


term, addressing a methodological issue.


	Comment on manuscript, submitting at least one page of commentary each week on 


the reading in Manning, World History.


Present a methodology.  You will select a sub-discipline and a week in which to present it.  You will select readings to convey the main points of a methodology, and lead discussion on them for one hour of class.  You should select a field that is significantly different from the one on which you will write your paper.  The class discussion should convey a world history dimension of the method.  Your readings, of about 100 pages, should include at least two journal articles – one in a history journal, one in a non-history journal – and other readings you find helpful.  Two copies of the readings must be available two weeks before the class meeting.


Define and write a methodology paper.  This should be an article-length paper in which you define a method, its limits, its theoretical underpinnings, its technical emphases, the data it requires, and the significance of the results it can produce.  The paper should demonstrate your readiness to conduct dissertation research employing this methodology.





Class sessions.


One hour of class will be devoted to discussing the sub-discipline of the week, under leadership of one student each week.


One half hour of class will be devoted to readings for the week.  For the three assigned books, these discussions will focus on the methods and disciplines utilized by the authors:  economic analysis for Pomeranz, cultural analysis for Dower, and cultural and political analysis for Vansina.


One half hour of class will be devoted to discussion of term papers in preparation.








Session 1, March 27.	Introduction


		Reading:	Manning, World History – Interpretation and Method, Ch. 1-2.





Session 2, April 3.	Demographic history.  (Pat Manning)


		Readings:  	Manning, World History, Ch. 3-4


Demographic method readers (assigned by the instructor) 


Gnomon Copy packet: articles by Manning, Lee, Cordell et al, Laslett, Perrenoud, Van de Walle, and Smith





Session 3, April 10.	Economic history. (Chris Harris)


		Readings:  	Manning, World History, Ch. 5-6


				Pomeranz, The Great Divergence (discuss the whole book)


				Gnomon Copy packet:  article by Merchant


				Economic method readings (assigned by presenter)


J. I. Nakamura, "Human Capital Accumulation in Premodern Japan," Journal of Economic History, 41 (1981), 263-281


Thomas Wermuth, "New York Farmers and the Market Revolution:  Economic Behavior in the mid-Hudson Valley, 1780-1830," Journal of Social History 32 (1998), 179-197


Victor Davis Hanson, The Other Greeks:  The Family Farm and the Agrarian Roots of Western Civilization (Berkeley, 1995), 106-114.


Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation (New York, 1944), 77-102.


Winifred B. Rothenberg, "The Emergence of Farm Labor Markets and the Transformation of the Rural Economy:  Massachusetts,1750-1855," Journal of Economic History, 48 (1988), 537-566.





Session 4, April 17.	Political history. (Joshua Weiner)


		Readings:  	Manning, World History, Ch. 7.8


				Pomeranz, The Great Divergence (key aspects of method)


				Political method readings (assigned by presenter)


Paul Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers (New York, 1987).


William E. Leuchtenberg, "The Pertinence of Political History:  Reflections on the Significance of the State in America," Journal of American History 73.


Sidney Tarrow, "The People's Two Rhythms:  Charles Tilly and the Study of Contentious Politics.  A Review Article," Comparative Studies in Society and History 38.


William H. Sewell, Jr., "Uneven Development, the Autonomy of Politics, and the Dockworkers of Nineteenth-Century Marseille," American Historical Review 93.


		Assignment:	Paper topics due, with title and abstract of paper – submit 


Electronically, for posting





Session 5, April 24.	Social history. (Whitney Brown)


	Note:  Prof. Peter Gran of Temple University will participate in this class.


		Readings:  	Manning, World History, Ch. 9-10


				Dower, War Without Mercy (discuss the whole book)


				Social method readings (assigned by presenter)


Peter Burke, "Social Theory and Social Change," in Peter Burke, ed., History and Social Theory (Ithaca, 1993).


Mary Beth Norton, "The Evolution of White Women's Experience in Early America," American Historical Review 89.


David L. Hoffman, "Mothers in the Motherland:  Stalinist Pronatalism in its Pan-European Context," Journal of Social History 34 (2000).


Gisela Bock, "Racism and Sexism in Nazi Germany:  Motherhood, Compulsory Sterilization, and the State," in Carol Rittner and John K. Roth, eds., Different Voices:  Women and the Holocaust (1993).


Edward M. Crenwhaw, "Democracy and Demographic Inheritance:  The Influence of Modernity and Proto-Modernity on Political and Civil Rights, 1965-1980," American Sociological Review 60.





Session 6, May 1.	Cultural history.  (John Kelly)


		Readings:  	Manning, World History, Ch. 11-12


				Dower, War Without Mercy (key aspects of method)


				Cultural method readings (assigned by presenter)


Robert Blair St. George, Conversing by Signs: Poetics of Implication in Colonial New England Culture (Chapel Hill, 1998), 115-135.


Tom Engelhardt, The End of Victory Culture:  Cold War America and the Disillusioning of a Generation (New York, 1995), Chs. 1, 2, 4.


R. L. Colie, "Johan Huizanga and the Task of Cultural History," American Historical Review 69 (1964), 607-630.


Ronald G. Walters, "Signs of theTimes:  Clifford Geertz and Historians," Social Research 47 (1980), 537-556.


		Assignment: 	Outline of paper due (2 pages) – submit electronically, for 


posting





Session 7, May 8.	Intellectual history.  (Stacy Tweedy)


		Readings:  	Manning, World History, Ch. 13-14


				Vansina, Paths in the Rainforests (discuss the whole book)


				Intellectual method readings (assigned by presenter)\


Bouwsma, William, "From History of Ideas to History of Meaning," Journal of Interdisciplinary History 12 (1981), 279-291.


Colton, Joel, "The Case for the Defense," Journal of Interdisciplinary History 12 (1981), 293--298.


Gilbert, Felix, "Intellectual History:  Its Aims and Methods," in Historical Studies Today, ed. Felix Gilbert and Stephen Graubard (New York, 1972), 141-158.


Krieger, Leonard, "The Autonomy of Intellectual History," International Handbook of Historical Studies, Contemporary Research and Theory, eds. Geog Iggers and Harold Parker (Westport, 1979), 109-125.


Lindenfield, David, "On Systems and Embodiment as Categories for Intellectual and Social History," in Theory, Methods, and Practice in Social and Cultural History, eds. Peter Karsten and John Modell (New York, 1992), 95-105.


Ringer, Fritz, "The Intellectual Field, Intellectual History and the Sociology of Knowledge," in Theory, Methods, and Practice, 106-114.


White, Hayden, "The Context in the Text:  Method and Ideology in Intellectual History," in White, The Content of the Form:  Narrative Discourses and Historical Representation (Baltimore, 1987), 185-213.


Woolf, D.R., "The Writing of Early Modern European Intellectual History, 1945-1995," in Companion to Historiography, ed. Michael Bentley (London, 1997).


Zachernuk, Philip, "Of Origins and Colonial Order:  Southern Nigerian Historians and the 'Hamitic Hypothesis' c. 1870-1970," Journal of African History 35 (1994 (427-455.





Session 8, May 15.	Ecological history.  (Tiffany Olson)


		Readings:  	Manning, World History, Ch. 15-16


				Vansina, Paths in the Rainforests (key aspects of method)


				Ecological method readings (assigned by presenter)


Crosby, Alfred W., "The Past and Present of Environmental History," American Historical Review 100 (1995), 1177-1189.


Crosby, Alfred W., Ecological Imperialism:  The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900-1900 (Cambridge, 1986), Prologue, Ch. 7, Conclusion.


Kroeber, Alfred L, "Relations of Environmental and Cultural Factors,  in Environmental and Cultural Behavior:  Ecological Studies in Cultural Anthropology, ed. Andrew P. Vayda (New York, 1969).


Flores, Dan, "Bison Ecology and Bison Deiplomacy:  The Southern Plains from 1800 to 1850," Journal of American History 78 (1991), 465-485.


Brayshay, Mark, and Andrew Williams, "A Rough and Cold Country:  Farming and Landscape Changes in Northern Snowdonia since c. 1600," in Ecological Relations in Historical Times:  Human Impact and Adaptation, ed. Robin A. Butlin and Neil Roberts (Cambridge, 1995).





Session 9, May 22.	Patterns of historical analysis.


		Readings:  	Manning, World History, Ch. 17-18


		Assignment:	Present papers – electronically, for posting





Session 10, May 29.	Review results of papers.


		Readings:  	Manning, World History, Ch. 19-21





Session 11, June 5.	Further review, over dinner.











