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This graduate research seminar focuses on cultural dimensions of world history.  This arena of scholarship is hardly new, but it is relatively undefined and uncharted.  Thus, while the main practical assignment is to define and complete a substantial but limited research project in global cultural history, of greater importance is the underlying objective of clarifying the scope, methods, and the main controversies in this vast field of inquiry.





Required Texts (available in bookstore):


A. Kuper, The Invention of Primitive Society


T. Morris-Suzuki, Reinventing Japan


R. Williams, Keywords


G. Prakash, ed., After Colonialism





You may find it helpful to think of the course in terms of the completion of five principal tasks, as follows.





First  task:  You will decide what is meant by “cultural history.”  What is its scope?  What are its limits?  What are its sub-topics and sub-disciplines?  What theories and methodologies are advanced for its study?  There are, for example, numerous sub-disciplines in cultural studies:  literary studies, religious studies, visual arts and art history, theatre and cinema studies, music studies and ethnomusicology, studies of dance, and anthropology (cultural and social), not to mention studies of popular culture.  Some of these have specialized theories (literary theory, kinship theory), and all of them have specialized terminologies and concepts.  You’ll carry out this task through reading the four assigned books and through class discussion Weeks 2-5.





Second task:  You will decide what is meant by “global dimensions” of cultural history.  In what ways is the study of cultural history at the trans-national or planetary level distinct from the study of culture at local or national levels?  What connections, interactions, and dynamics characterize cultural affairs?  You’ll carry out this task, as with the previous task, in reading and class discussion Weeks 2-5.





Third task:  You will identify and comment on some further literature relevant to global cultural history.  Through class discussion and your own reading, you will develop a bibliography of at least ten additional books or major articles relevant to global cultural history.  You’ll submit an annotated bibliography in Week 5.  In Week 6 and Week 7 we’ll read and discuss a selection from the works submitted in these bibliographies.





Fourth task:  You will define a piece of research in global cultural history.  You’ll choose a topic in cultural history of interest to you, for which you can identify global dimensions, and for which you can identify an accessible body of research materials.  In Week 7 you will submit a concise, formal research design for your project.





Fifth task:  You will complete the research, an oral presentation, and writing of a portion of a topic in global cultural history.  From Week 7 to the end of the course, you will focus on conducting research for at least a portion of your topic.  You will give an oral presentation on your project in class Week 10, and you will submit the final written research paper in class Week 11.  All research projects must be completed and submitted on time.











Course Outline.





Week 1.  April 1.


	Introduction.





Week 2.  April 8.


	Discuss:  A. Kuper, The Invention of Primitive Society





Week 3.  April 15.


	Discuss: T. Morris-Suzuki, Reinventing Japan





Week 4.  April 22.


	Discuss: R. Williams, Keywords





Week 5.  April 29.


	Discuss: G. Prakash, ed., After Colonialism


	Bibliography due in class





Week 6.  May 6.


	Discuss readings selected from bibliographies


	


Week 7.  May 13.


	Research Design due in class


	Discuss readings selected from bibliographies





Week 8.  May 20.


	Discuss research in course.





Week 9.  May 27.


	Discuss research in course.





Week 10.  June 3.


	Oral presentations on research project.





Week 11.  June 10.


	Final papers due in class.


